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Notes 
• Allow enough fibre optic cable for a water drip bend for each cable. 
• Secure excess cable in a loop to ensure there is enough cable to perform any future re-terminations. 
• Common ends are sized to suit the number of fibres.  Ensure that the common end matches the number of fibres 

in your installation. 
• Fibres need to be kept clean during this process.  Any dirt in the final termination can result in the bundle 

melting. 
o It is recommended to wear gloves while performing the termination. 
o Make sure any tools being used (including hot knife) are clean. 

 

Termination 

 
  

1. Remove the back nut and rubber insert from 
the cable gland on the rear of the common 
end. 

2. Pass cables through the gland nut and 
rubber insert so that approximately 220mm 
of cable protrudes. 

3. Carefully remove 200mm of the cable outer 
jacket(s).  Take care not to damage the 
fibres. 

 

  

4. Untwist all individual fibres from their cables 
if necessary. 

5. Secure the fibre bundle using a cable tie on 
the jacketed section of the fibre.   

6. Add a second cable tie at the start of the 
bare fibre.  Make the cable tie tight enough 
that it can still be slid along the fibre. 

  

 

7. Start to wrap the bare fibre bundle in a 
single layer of Teflon tape. 

8. Slowly move the cable tie to the end of the 
fibre bundle continuing to wrap in Teflon 
tape as you do so until the entire bundle is 
wrapped. Tighten the cable tie further as 
required. 

9. Insert the fully wrapped bundle into the 
common end. 

   
10. Tighten cable gland, making sure you are 

clamping down on the jacketed fibre. 
11. Fully remove the Teflon tape.  Any left in the 

bundle will melt and cause the termination 
to fail. 

12. Pack out the common end using fibre off 
cuts until the bundle is tight and no more 
fibre pieces can be inserted. 
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13. Preheat the hot knife.  It must be allowed to 

reach full temperature before starting to cut. 
14. Use a rocking motion with the hot knife to 

take a small cut against the edge of the 
common end.  Don’t attempt to cut right 
through.  Do not attempt to cut for more 
than 2-3 seconds. 

15. Allow the knife to return to temperature 
between cuts. 

 
 

 
16. Work your way around the common end 

repeating this process until all excess fibre is 
removed.   

17. There should be no protruding fibres.  Make 
another pass with the hot knife if required. 

18. The resultant termination should appear 
smooth and clean with the ends of the fibre 
still visible.  If ends are melted and smeared 
together, too much heat was applied or the 
hot knife was left in contact for too long 
and the bundle should be re-terminated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For any further technical information regarding fibre optic termination contact Digilin 


